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FMA Q&A

Suffolk Life sales and
marketing director John
Moret, known to his
friends as Mr SIPP, is a
dedicated Eagles fan with
an aversion to Red Ken

What was your best subject at school?
Maths Worst? Chemistry

Do you have a nickname? Often
referred to as Mr SIPP — no idea why!

If you had to be classified as a member
of a “generation” which would it be?
The “young at heart” generation!

What was the first record that you
bought? I'm embarrassed to say it was
the original version of Downtown by
Petula Clark — closely followed by Tired
of Waiting for You by the Kinks

What was the last concert you went
to? Four Tops and the Temptations at
the BIC

What was your first job? Working for
the parks department in Sutton, Surrey
(a real education!). First serious job was
as an actuarial student at Sun Life — now
part of Axa

How did you start in the pensions
profession? With Sun Life working on
retirement quotations for their top-hat
schemes (1970, when | started, saw the
introduction of a new pensions tax regime
— hence feelings of deja-vu!)

What is your favourite book?
Either Beating the Moldovans
at Tennis by Tony Hawks or
My Father and Other Working
Class Football Heroes by Gary
Imlach. Film? One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest

Do you support a sporting team?
I'm a life long supporter and season ticket
holder of the Eagles (Crystal Palace FC)

What three adjectives would your
colleagues use to describe you? |
dread to think!

What aspect of pensions legislation
or provision would you change if you
could? Cutting out the bureaucracy;,
complications, and anomalies in our
social security system — not just pensions
—so0 that it's comprehensible to all, is
valued and is seen as fair

Who is the most irritating person
in the industry or public eye? Ken
Livingstone

Who is the most influential person in
the pensions industry? Gordon Brown
—but for all the wrong reasons

Should saving into a pension be
compulsory? Yes—but only for
earnings up to a base level —and provided
we do away with annuity compulsion

on accumulated savings above a similar
base level

Pension or ISA? Pension. ISAs are an
unnecessary short-term savings vehicle.
We should be encouraging long-term
retirement savings and finding a way to
provide access to part of those savings for
short-term needs

What is your worst habit? Time
keeping —or eating all the wrong things

When was the last time you lost
your temper? The last time my laptop
connection to the server packed up

What was the last “bargain” you
got? Two new Head tennis rackets for
less than the recommended price of one

Congratulations, you’ve won the
lottery. What next? It won't happen
—my wife missed winning the jackpot by
one number a few years ago — her sixth
number was 36 and the last number out
was 35! | feel sure that's as close as we'll
get —and yet we keep on doing it!




